IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend Claim 1, 3 and 5-7, and add Claims 9-14, to read as follows. 



1 , (Currently Amended) An ink jet recording head comprising: 

a substrate; 

a plurality of recording elements for generating the discharge energy for 
discharging ink droplets of a recording liquid from at least a discharge port, the recording 
elements forming a recording element row arranged in a ro w on the substrate; 

a plurality of electrical circuit elements for driving the recording elements, the 
electrical circuit elements forming an electrical circuit element row arranged in a row 
adjac e ntly adjacent to the recording element row on the substrate; 

at least a conductive belt-lik e recording element protecting section for covering 
the an upper part of the recording element row; 

at least a conductive belt-like electrical circuit element protecting section 
el e ctrically connected witli the recording cl e m e nt pr o tecting secti o n for covering tiic m upper 
part of the electrical circuit element rowi and 

at least a conducting section for electricallv connecting the conductive recording 
element protecting section and the conductive electrical circuit element protecting section to 
each other: and 

an insp e ction electrode pad adapted to be electrically connected to the recording 
clement p rotecting section and tlie electrical circuit clement protecting section conducting 
section . 
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2. (Original) An ink jet recording head according to claim 1, wherein 
the recording element protecting section and the electrical circuit element protecting section 
are an anti-cavitation fihn. 

3. (Currently Amended) An ink jet recording apparatus comprising: 

an Inkjet recording head including a substrate, a plurality of recording elements 
for generating the discharge energy for discharging ink droplets of a recording liquid from at 
least a discharge port, the recording elements forming a recording element row arranged in-a 
row on the substrate, a plurality of electrical circuit elements for driving the recording 
elements, the electrical circuit elements forming an electrical circuit element row arranged tn^ 
r ow adjacently adjacent to the recording element row on the substrate, at least a conductive 
bclt-likc recording element protecting section for covering the m upper part of the recording 
element row, at least a conductive belt-lik e electrical circuit element protecting section 
electrically comicctcd with the recording clement protecting section for covering fee an upper 
part of the electrical circuit element row, at least a conducting section for electrically 
connectin g the conductive recording element protecting section and the conductive electrical 
circuit ele ment protecting section to each other: and an inspection electrode pad adapted to be 
electrically connected to the r ecording clement protecting section and the electrical ciixuit 
clement pAX)tecting section conducting section : and 

electricity supply means for supplying the Inkjet recording head with an 
electrical signal for driving the ink jet recording head. 



5 



4. (Original) An ink jet recording apparatus according to claim 3, 

wherein the recording element protecting section and the electrical circuit element protecting 
section are an anti-cavitation film. 



5 . (Currently Amended) An ink j et recording head comprising: 

a substrate; 

at least a first ink supply port provided on the substrate; 

a plurality of recording elements for generating Ac discharge energy for 
discharging ink droplets of a recording liquid fi^om at least a discharge port, the recording 
elements forming a first recording element row arranged in a row on each side of the first ink 
supply port on the substrate; 

a plurality of electrical circuit elements for driving the recording elements, the 
electrical circuit elements forming a first electrical circuit element row arranged in a row 
outside the first ink supply port with respect to the first recording element row; 

at least a conductive belt-lik e first recording element protecting section for 
covering Ac an upper part of the first recording element row; 

at least a conductive belt-like first electrical circuit element protecting section 
electrically connected with the first recording element protecting section for covering Ac an 
upper part of the first electrical circuit element row; 

at least a second ink supply port provided on the substrate; 

a plurality of recording elements for generating the discharge energy for 
discharging ink droplets of a recording liquid fi"om at least a discharge port, the r^ording 

6 



elements forming a second recording element row arranged in a r o w on each side of the 
second ink supply port on the substrate; 

a plurality of electrical circuit elements for driving the recording elements, the 
electrical circuit elements forming a second electrical circuit element row arranged in a row 
outside the second ink supply port with respect to the second recording element row; 

at least a conductive belt-like second recording element protecting section for 
covering the an upper part of the second recording element row; 

at least a conductive belt-lik e second electrical circuit element protecting section 
electrically connected with the second recording element protecting section for covering the 
m upper part of the second electrical circuit element row; 

at least a conducting section for electrically connecting the first electrical circuit 
element protecting section and the second electrical circuit element protecting section to each 
otherrand 

an inspection clcctiodc pad adapted to be electrically c o mKctcd to llic 
conductmg section . 

6. (Currently Amended) An ink jet recording head according to claim 5, 

wherein the first recording element protecting sectio n, the second recording element 
protecting section, and the first electrical circuit element protecting section and the second 
electrical c ircuit element protecting section are an anti-cavitation film. 
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7. (Currently Amended) An ink jet recording apparatus comprising: 

an ink jet recording head including a substrate, at least a first ink supply port 
provided on the substrate, a plurality of recording elements for generating the discharge 
energy for discharging ink droplets of a recording liquid from at least a discharge port, the 
recording elements forming a first recording element row arranged in a row on each side of 
the first ink supply port, a plurality of electrical circuit elements for driving the recording 
elements, the electrical circuit elements forming a first electrical circuit element row arranged 
in a row outside the first ink supply port with respect to the first recording element row, a 
conductive b e lt-lik e first recording element protecting section for covering the an upper part 
of the first recording element row, a conductive belt-like first electrical circuit element 
protecting section electrically connected with the first recording element protecting section for 
covering the m upper part of the first electrical circuit element row, at least a second ink 
supply port provided on the substrate, a plurality of recording elements for generating Ac 
discharge energy for discharging ink droplets of a recording liquid from at least a discharge 
port, the recording elements forming a second recording element row arranged in a row on 
each side of the second ink supply port on the substrate, a plurality of electrical circuit 
elements for driving the recording elements, the electrical circuit elements forming a second 
electrical circuit element row arranged in a r ow outside the second ink supply port with 
respect to the second recording element row, at least a conductive belt-like second recording 
element protecting section for covering the an upper part of the second recording element row, 
at least a conductive belt-like second electrical circuit element protecting section electrically 
connected with the second recording element protecting section for covering the an upper part 
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of the second electrical circuit element row, a conducting section for electrically connecting 
the first electrical circuit element protecting section and the second electrical circuit element 
protecting section to each other, and an insp e cti o n electrode pad adapted to be electrically 
connected to the conducting section^tind 

elect r icity supply means for supplying the ink j e t recording head with an 
electrical signal for driving tlic ink jet reco r ding head . 

8. (Original) An Inkjet recording apparatus according to claim 7, 
wherein the first recording element protecting section, the second recording element 
protecting section, the first electrical circuit element protecting section and the second 
electrical circuit element protecting section are an anti-cavitation film. 

9. (New) An ink jet recording head according to claim 1 , wherein the 
recording element protecting section is provided along an ink supply port and at a periphery 
thereof 

10. (New) An Inkjet recording head according to claim 1, wherein the 
electrical circuit element protecting section is provided at an outer periphery of the recording 
element protecting section. 



1 1 . (New) An mk jet recording head according to claim 1 , wherein the 
recording element protecting section is provided along an ink supply port and at a periphery 
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thereof and the electrical circuit element protecting section is provided at an outer periphery of 
the recording element protecting section. 

12. (New) An Inkjet recording apparatus according to claim 3, wherein 
the recording element protecting section is provided along an ink supply port and at a 
periphery thereof. 

13. (New) An Inkjet recording apparatus according to claim 3, wherein 
the electrical circuit element protecting section is provided at an outer periphery of the 
recording element protecting section. 

14. (New) An ink jet recording apparatus according to claim 3, wherein 
the electrode pad is provided at a position electrically conductive to the recording element 
protecting section and the conducting section, other than the positions of the recording 
element protecting section and conducting section. 
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